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generation. These timeless lllustrated classics are novv also a val lable onllne on Wvvw 
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over a thousanp venes aso, in tue village of kalapi , 

ON THE RIVER PEfhvAR IN KEQALA, THERE UVED A PIOUS COUPt-E, 
SHSVAGUSU AND AOVAM&A. 
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FNAT MGHT f THBV WEh)T TO BED EARL}/, TiREP 5UT COAJTEAJJ. SJRANGE TO SAV, 
BOTN OF THEM HAD THE MFRV SAME DREAM IN WH/CH LORD SHH'A, PtSGUiSED 
AS A SASE, APPEARED BEFQRE THEM . 


‘i# vOlTsHALL BE &LES5ED 
■ WJl H t f H U l>. MANV 

B k i ' • 'k ■ 

K - . jrmnarv SON 

H i • NC ;■! L IVf 
LONG.VOU MAV 

REVEREP 
SfR,GIVE US 
THE ONE SOMi 


RFvFREP 


SIR, GJVE US 
THE ONE SON 
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HWJV SHANfCARA MQS F/VE VEAR S OLO, HE WA5 INVEST tø MTH THE SACREO THREAP* 



THEN HE WENT TO L/VE AND LEARN IN THE HOUSE OFA LEABNEP TEACHER, 
AS MAS THE CUSTOM tN THOSE BAMS* 



THE 5TUPENTS HAP TO SO OUT COLLECT/NS AL MS FROM HOUSE HOLDERS 
AS PART OF THE/R Of SC/PUNE. ONE QAV ON ONE SUCH ROUNP - 
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SHANKARA AND HIS FBIENOS WENT TV THE BIVEB, PUT UP A SAND SUND AND 
MADE THE »IVER CHANCE ITS COURSE. 


VES, 
MOTHER. 
VES.VOU 
WILL BATHE 
IN THE RIVER 
AS LONG 
AS VOU 

wish. 


THEBE - 


O SHANKARA, 
\MLL I EVER 
BE ABLE TO 
BATHE IN 
THE 











































Kim MJA5HEKHARA Of KERAIA 
ADMt&ED SHANKARA'S SCHOtARSHtP. 


CDME 
AND LfVE 
IN MV 
PALACB 
AS MV 
COUGT 
POET 


I AM HONQURED, 
NOBLE K\NG;3UT 
MORE PCESSING 
TASKS AA/A1T ME. 


SHANKARA THEN APPROACHS O 
H/S MOTHER. 


MOTHER, 

I WISH TO 
LEAVE HOME 
AND BECQME 
A SANVA5U 

i seek: 


mi/LE AT HOME . 5HANKA8A MMS 
Al/AéMS DEEP /A/ THOUCMT. 


KHJ6S AT A/AR AND 
INTOLERANT PR/ESTS 
A&E PE5TQOANG 
MY COUNTRY. 
THfS LAND 


SP/ff/TUAL UN/TV 
COMES FIRST. 
NAT/ONAL UNTTY 
Wtll FOLLOtV. 
AS A SANVASf 
/ SHALL 
ACH!E\Æ 


CAN MDU 


TO LEAVE 
MOTHER? 
BE SIDES SOJ 
MUST MARRV. 
NO{ 

I CAN NOT 
LET VOU GO. 
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HE PfD NOT HAVE TO WAtT LONO . ONE 
EVENiNG AS HE VW$ BATHtNG 
(N THE RtVEQ - 


O SON 1 WHAT 
IS THE USE 
OF MV PER' 
MISSION NOW 



i 







































THREE CHYS LATER SHANKARA LEET HOME IH SEARCH OF A GURU, TO BE 
FORMAL LU INITIATEP AS A SAM/ASF 


MOTHER, I PROM ISE, 

1 W1LL COME RACK 
WHEN WU NEEO ME 


)!E TRARELLEP HORTHmRPS TILL HE REACHEP THE HANKS OF THE RIVER NARMADA. 
THCk’C. IN A CAI/E. LH/EP THE SAGE GORINP BHACAVAP&iDA ANP HIS DISCIPLES. 
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SHANKARA GAVE H/5 ANSWER IN JUST TEN lÆfiSfS AND 
GOVIND 5HAGAVADPAD4 MUS HIGULV IMPRESSED. 



*TH£ HIGHEST 

oeoee of sanvasa. 

























































































AT KASHU VlSHbJU SHARMAN* A SOUTH 
tMDlAhJ SCHOLAR OF THE CHOLA KtNGOOM, 
CAME TO SHAAJKAPA . 


WiLL VOU 
ACCEPT ME 
A PlSCfPLE, 
VENEJSABLE 
GURU ? 


VES- VOU SHALL 
BE KNOWN AS 
* SANAN DAN A. 


*LAT£P mPMAffllM* 



VlSHhttJ SW8MAN* WHO BECAME HiS 
CLOSEST OfSUPLE, WASAPMtTTEl? 
fÅJTO SHAhJKARA'S OP DER Of SAAJYAStS. 
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AMOUG THE PEi/OTEES AT KASHl ms 
A FAMOUS POE 7, KALÅMAMM+ WHO 
WECiTED HIS t/E&SES TO SHAMKARA. 


THEkJ HE WEMTQN IM IÆBSE FORM TO 
REQUEST SHAAJKARA TO ACCEPT H/M 45 
H/S DfSaPLE , 


PQAH BE MV 
REFUGE, MAS¬ 
TER 54-iANKARA 


fsAAH 
COM PLE TE 
FULRLMEWTV 




AT /rASHi. SHAMKARA A/OT CMÆV TAUGHT PHtLO$OPH% SUT WORSH/PPED REGULARiW AT 
PtEFEGEMT TEMPLE$ f TOO. 
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ONE DAV AS SHANKARA ANU HIS DISCIPLES bVERE RETURMNG FROM THE 
RIVER GANGA, APTER THEIR &ATH AT A/OON, 

AN OUTCASTE CAME FROM THE OPPOSITE DIRECT ION. 




































THROUGHOUr H/5 STAV AT KASttl, SHAA/KAEA MET SAGES AA/P 
PfSCUSSSP AA/P (ÆftNEP HtNPUtSM Ei/tTH THEM. 


SHAA/KAPA SPOKE TO THE TEACHER. 


THE SOUL IS NOT 
AWAKENED ©V PER - 
FECTING MERE BOOK- 
LEARNJNGv WDRSHIP 
THE LORD GOVINPA, 

ANP LET NOT THE 
SOUL BECOME NUM6. i\\i 
BH AJA GOViNPAM , mn 
BHAJA GOVIMPAM 


TRUE HAPPINESS 
POES NOT LIE IN F ., 


,. .PRAG T ISING 
RITUALS 
IN 


ING THE 
PRESENCE 
OF THE ONE 
REAL ITV 
IN ALL, 

















































SHANKARA WENT TO THE BANKS OF THE GANGA ANE? — 


-øfJiWl rfii GO, LOOK FOR 
"SiiV.WAtC- THE IDOL AGAIN ! 


AT BtSHIKESH ATHEN HE VÆNT TO THE TEMPLE TO WORSHIP - 


AT LAST HE DECIOED TO LEAVE KASH) AM? VÆNT NORTH ON HIS MISSION 
OF PEACE AND UNtTV, TO HARIDWAE AND THEN TO BISHIKESH . 



































SHANKAQA NEXT WBMT TO THE HILL-TBIBES AMD TALKED TO THEM 
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AT 8APRINATH TOO THE IDOL IN 
THE TEMPLE WAS MISSING. 



THEN CALUNG FORTHA FEIN 
NAMBUDIRIS FROM KER ALA - 



FROM THERE HE WENT FURTHER NORTU 
TO GANGOTRI AND UTTARA KASHI. 
HAiERE HE HAS IASITEQ BV A S AGE. 


I HAVE COME FOG SOME 
CLARIFICATION ON VE RAN- 



SHANKARA FOUND THE IDOL AND HIMSELF 
INSTALLEP IT IN THE TEMPLE 
WtTH DUE CEREMONV. 




SHANKARA THEN WALKEP WESTHARP 
THROUGH THE HIMAL AVAS TO KEDARNATH 
AND AAMRNATH. r 

—-»I - ■! ' - > J 


FOR SEDEN LONG DAVS THEV 
DfSCUSSEP HIS DOUBTS.AT THE 
END OF THE SESSION - 



MAV VOUR LIFE-SPÅN BE 
DOUBLER ANP THE WORLP 
BENEFIT BV VOUR WORK. 


SHANKARA AT THAT TIME 
HAS ONLV SIXTEEN VEARS OLP. 
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SANANDANA! 


LOTUS-FOOTEP! 
HE IS 

L PAPMAPAPA! J 


WONPEB! 


SUCH MAS THE FAITH OF SANANPANA IN SHANKARA 


SANANOANA PVALKEP STRAtGHT ODER THE RIVERAND LO! LOTUSES SPRANG 
UP BENEATH HIS FEET TO SUPPORT HtM ON THE MATER. 


ONE DAV SHANKARA CALLEP OUT TO NIS PISCIPLE SANANPANA 
PIANO PI/AS ON THE OPPOS! TE BANK OF THE GANGA. 


I M COMING, 
GUBUPEVA J 


SHANKARA AND HIS DISCIPLES THEN RET URNEP TO 8APRINATH 
AND UPEP THERE FOR SOME TIME. 













































AT BAPR/NATH SHANKARA FOUNPEP 
THE JHOTI MATH AA/P APPOIMTEO 
THOTAKACHARVA AS irs H6AP. 


S »ANKARA THEM RETURNER TO KASHI. 
THERE.AT PRAHAS, HE MET KUMAR/LA 
8HATTA, THE PURE RITUALIST. 


BUT KUMARILA PI/AS OLP ANP ABOUT TO GtVE UP HIS L/FE .50 — 


MAV THIS NORTHERN 


SALUTATIONS, 
O SUPREME 
UPHOLDER OF 
THE VEPAS! 


BL ESSEP AM I TO 
KNOW VOU. MAV 
MV PISOPLE 
MANPANA M1SHRA 


SHANKARA TRAIÆLLEP TO MAHISUMAT1 WHERE MANPANA MISHRA Ui/EP. 
BUT MANPANA A/AS NOT HAPPV TO SEE H1M. 


INAUSPICIOUS! 
INAUSPICIOUS! 


WHV APE VCXJ HEPE, 
SANVASI ? VOU PO NOT 
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SHAMMRA WAS UNPER TUR8ED. 


IF IT IS MV GUKU’S 
WISH.WE WILL 
BE GIN PISCUSSIONS 
STKAIGHT- 
AWAV. 


VOUC AGED AND 
VENERABLE GURU 
KUMARlLA 
DlRECTEP ME 
MERE. HE WANTED 
TO PISCOURSE 
WITH VOU ON THE 
ETERNAL TRUTH. 



SHAAJKABA THEM TUCfJEP 70 MANUAM'i> 
IMFE, SAHAStA/A y /. 



HE.WHO 
FAILS TO 
PEFENP 
HIS OWN 
BE U EF S. 

MUST 
ACCEPT 
THE OTHER’S 
CREEP. 
SARASVWn 
HERSELF 
SHALL BE 
THE UUPGE. 



I ACCEPT VOUR 1 
VERPICT, MOTHER. 

I NEED TO BE WISE ^ 
IN THE WAVS OF THE 
WORLD. GIVE ME TIME. 


BUT SAHAisiA/AT! INTEQlÆMEP. 

HOW CAN A SANVASi, 

WHO HAS NO ÉXPERI- 
ENCE AS A CITIZEN 
AND A HOUSEHOLPER, 
CLAIM COMPLETE 
KNOWLEDGE? 











































SHÆJKA&A'S SOUL TRAVELLEP TO A TOWhJ tN*VAMGA-QESHA+ 


SHAMKARA THEM LEET H/S AMA/EP P/SO PL ES AM? WEMT TO A SEGL UPEP SPOT 
AMOMO THE HULS . THERE HE TURNEP 
TO FACE THE FAtTHEUL PAPMAPAQA, 

ISN’T MOTHER GARASWATI WRONG ? IN 
WHAT WAV CAN THE EXPERIENCES OF A 
CITIZEN ANU A HOUSEHOL(ÆR HELP IN THE 
SEARCH POR WISPOM ? THEV ARE, IN FACT 1 
OBBTACLES TO SPIRITUAL PERFECTfQN. 


NO, PAPMARACa, 
SPIRITUAL PERFECTfON 
MUST &E ATTAINEP IN 
THE 8ATTLEFIELD OF 
LIFE ITSELF. 


MASTER. 


SHAMKAEA ASSUMEQ4 VOG/C POSTURE, 


MV SOUL TAKES FLIGHT TO 
ANOTHER BOPV, TILL ITS RE¬ 
TURN GUARP MV 
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THERE, IT BROUGHT TO UFE THE KIMS OF t/AMGA PESHA.WHO WAS OM HIS 
DEATHBED. I-1- £ - 


GOO HAS SE EN 
GOOO TO US. 
REV\ABO THE DOCTORS 


THE KIMC CAME OUT OM THE BAICONV AMD 
SHAMKARA BEGAM EXPERIEMCIMG HIS LIFE OF 
OOVS AMD SORROWS. 








































SHAK/KARA EXPERlENCEP THE RESPOMSiBiUTtES AND MOmE .S OFA XtNG. 
me FORTS HAD TO 8€ OjARPtO, THE KiNGPOM PEFENDEP AND THE EWUDOERS 

PUNiSHED, 



ATS&VE8AL GUT TERING PUR8ARS.HE EXPERlENCEP THE JOVS AND LUXURIES 
OF UFE TOO * 
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SO SHANKARA'S SPfRtT LE FT THE 
K/NG*S 50DY. . . 


WHEN SHANKARA HAO GATHEREQ \ 
EAJOUSH EXPERtENCE OFA MDRLPLV | 
LfFE, fTS GOOD AA/P EV7L - 


t SHALL A/OA/ RETURN 
TO SARASWA / AND 
MY DEBATW WtTH 
MANPAAIA MtSHRA. 



AND RE-ENTEREO 
H/S OWAJ, 


MAV VOU 8E 
BLESSED 
FOR VOUR 
PEVOTION 
AND LOVALTV, 



SHANKARA THEN LEET PADMAPAPA 
AND RETURMEP TO PRESENT 
Hl MS ELF 6EF0RE MANPANA MfSHRA. 
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VOU MAV BEGIN THE 
DEBATE NOW, WlSE 
ASCETJC.AS THE 
FLOWEBS IN E/THER 

garland fade, i will 

KNOW WHOSE FAITH , 
HAS FADED. 




ARRANGEMENTS WERE MAPE FOR THE TWO SCHOLARS TO BEGIV. 


THE PE8ATE WENT ON FOR A FEW PAYS, THEN - 


I HOLD THAT WORSHIPAND 
RITUALS MAKE FOR 
HAPPINE SS MERE AND 

HEREAFTER, 


RITUALS DO NOT BRING 
THE HfGHEST HAPPINESS - 
COMPLETE KNOWLEPGE 
THROUGH THE VEDAS IS 
THE ON LV AN5WER. FOR* 
SUCH KNOWLEDGE REVEALS 
THE ONE REAL I TV. 
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AT THAT MOMENT THE FLOWERS 
IN MANDAAJA’S CARL AND W/LTEP 
AND FADED . 


M3U WIN, 
VENERABLE 
ASCETIC. 

I AM VOUB 
HUM BLE DISCIPLE 




SHANKARA, ACCOMØWtEP BY 
SURESHWARACHARYA AND SAQASWATt. 
THEN TURNEP SOUTH, HALTING AT ALL 
THE HOLY PLAGES ON THE WAY, TILL... 


... THEY REACHEP GOKARNA.THERE 
A R/CH ANP RESPECTEP MAN FROM 
A TOWN NEAR8Y CAME W/TH H/S 
SON TO SHANKARA. 



he is Dum & 

AND STUPID. 
MASTER, PLEASE 
CURE HIM. 
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ACHACVA FROM THE NORTH t THfS 
GREAT SOUTHERN MATH WILL 
©E fN VOUR PEVOTEP CARE. 


yQUC VENERABLE 
MOTHER IS 
VE Ry ILL. 


I KNOW. I WILL 

rush to kalapl 




CONTINUINC SOUTH, SHANKABA REACHED SRINCERl, tVHERE HE FOUNDEO 
THE SRI SHARADA PEETHA ANPINSTALLEP SURESHWARACHARVA AS ITS HEAD. 




SHANKABA STAYED OM AT 
SRJMGCP! FOR SOMt MCMTHS 
THEM ONE PAY HE HAD A 
PREMONt TION. 


JUST THEN SOME SANVAS/S FROM KAL API 
CA/PE TO HIM. 


SHANKABA 8LESSEP THE BOV ANP 
H/S SPEECH P/AS REST OBED. THEN 
TO THE ASTOMtSHMENT OF ALL - 


MASTER, I, THE 
IS EVER- 
I AM 

BLESSED 8M VOUR 
HEAUNG TOUCH. 
I AMI VOUR 


MY MOTHER NEEPS 
ME. / MUS T 
HASTEN TO HER 


ANP THE LAP WAS ORPAINEP 
IN SHANKARA'S 
MONASTtC ORPEB. 


VOU ARE AM ACVANCED 
SOUL.VOUR MONASTIC 
S NAME SHALL BE 
?HASTAMLAKACHARVA 
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BUT WHEV HE E/VTEREP THE CHAMBER. 
H/HERE THE BOPY OF HIS MOTHER LAY- 


WHAT! A SANVASI TO 
PERFORM THE RITES 
OFA HOUSEHOLDER! 
NEVER!NEVERI 


WE SHALL 
HAVE NOTHING 
TO OO WITH 
tuc RITES. 


8UT UKJOAUNTEP. 5HANKARA CARRIED THE BOPY TO A CORA/ER OF THE GARPEAJ 
AA/P PLAC/AJG !T OK) A PYRE OF PLAAJTAIM STEMS, CREAAATEP IT. THE ORTHOPOK 
COMMUAJITY REPEK1TED AA/P APMtREP SHAAJKARA’S FILIAL LOVE * * 


SHANKARA WAAJTEP TO FERFORM 
HER FUMERAL RITES. SO HE LAIP 
AS/PE HIS OCHRE ROBES , STAFF 
AA/P KAMAHPALU. 


* TO TH/S PAY THE NAMBUOUUS, 
UAJL/KE OTHER H/K/PUS, CREMATE 
THE/R PEAP !AJ THEIR BACKYARPS. 





















































*A SPECIAL HEAD-PRESS 
RESEMBUNG A 7URRAM 


MS GOSPEL WAS CARRtEP TO SOUTH-BAST ASM TOO. BY A PlSCtPLE. SHIVA 
SO/M, A NEPHEW OF JAYAPARMAN B, THE KING OF KAMBHOJA (CAMBOP/A). 


AF TER HIS MOTHER'S PEATH, SUANKARA TRAVE LIEL> TWiCE MORE THROUGH0UT l/UP/4. 
OM THE FIRST OF THESE TRIPS,HE ESTA8USHEP THE MATHS AT PWARKA IN THE WEST j 
WiTH HASTAMLAKA AS ITS HEAO,AMP PUR! IN THE EAST WITH PAPMAPAPA AS THE HEAR 
SPIRITUAL CENTRES ANO TEMPLES ESTABUSHEP BY H/M ALSO FLOURISH AT KANCHi, 
FASHUPATiNATH ANP OTHER CITIES. 


HE V1S1TEO ASSAM, NEPAL, KASHMIR, TIBET ANP BACTRIA TOO OM THESE TOURS. 
THROUGHOUT, HE ENJOYEP THE PAT ROMAGE AMP PROTECTtON OF KINGS AMP 
SCHOLARS. AT SR/MAGAR, HE HOMOUREP AN EMINENT LAPY SCHOLAR BY PLACtNG 
A * TARANGA ON HER HEAP. TO THIS PAY IN SR/NAGAR THE TARANGA SIGNIFIES 

SCHOLARSHIP. 
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AT THE AGE OF 32 
SHAAJKARA ENPEP 
HIS STUPENDOUS 
EARTHLV MfSS/OA/. 


THE GOSPEL OF SHANKARA - 
THE BROTHERHOQP Of ALL 
HUMAN/TY, THE ONENESS OF 
TRUTH - L HÆS ON, BÆR 
ACTtVEAND LUMiNOUS, 

M THE CULTURAL 
LEAPERS OF fNOiA UfCE 
RAMAKRlSHNA MRAMAHAMSA f 
VU/EKANANQA* SRI AUROBiNPO, 
RAMANA MAHARSHh 
GURU NANAK, TVAGARAJA AA/P 
MAHATMA GANPHL 


Stylngi of Adl Shankafl 


Jutl #* t pl«c« Qf nap* |* I ni ig I p i d lo ha * 
■»hik* /in Ih« durknassi ao lt Alman fioukj 
dtlarminad to b« tb* bod* by in ignaranl 


H*H*w by Yoga. 0*1 philpaophy. nor by 
Mf by iMrnmg bol by Ih« rtalrjBbOfl 
of oa*'i Manbty wtth Brahman ia iibaratton 
ponibit, ind by (M> OttMir mm 

Wh«fi ih« mind b*coroa« purfti*d hk« i 
mi tror. W« adom ha r«v**l*d in lt. C art 
■heuld Itiarafor« hm takan lo purify Ih* mind 

Tha worid i« (illad wrth ttti«hm«nla and 
•vtrtioni and ■» chang i ng I ih* « dr tam: lt 
•ppttra i*b« raalaalongii ont ka ignorant, 
but btcomaa unraal wh*n on# n awafca. 


® Atman la tht rulir of ih* body (mtttaf), 
■nd ka Inlarnbf; Ih* body lt Ih« nti*d, 

ind ki ailarnal, and yat Iha p«opi* ih 
thai* IwO 11 on«l What ala« c an b# callod 
ign aranet but thi«? 


Thor« ar# gaori *oult> calm and m*gn#ni- 
moua, who do goad Id othtri aa doo* th« 


d*«in holp athara alto to croaa tha «*«!«. 
without any motir# «tTitao**#r 

A tflthar ha I pol hl* aona lod oihari lo 
Ir«« han from hfa d*bia 4 bul ha haa got 
no na but himiait to ramota hia bondaga. 

B* not blindty aftneh-ad to Irland or lo*, lo 
aon or kiniman, lo t»ac« or war Hf you 
aapira for Yiahm/a raaJni, look upon all 
ihlnga aa ol aquat worth *r oppoMurHly. 
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Adi Shankara 


Sbankaca's lif b may be campared to a brNliani flash of fightning that eradicated rnany areas of darknøss in 
Ihe lif« of man, He had an intellect that probed fearfessiy, a mind that qu est ro ned constantly and a heart that 
I elf deeply. Out of the se G od-given gifts, and thirty-two years of tiréless seeking, aro se a great system ot 
philosophy, Advaita, and an inspiring body of devotional literature, 

Shankara Uaveiled throughcut India, preaching that the Saif or Brahman is one - undivided and imperishable, 
The rest is Maya or illusion, We are told of his historie debåte with the saga, Madana Mishra, when the latter 
withdrew defeeted An even greater story telfs os how Shankara, the learned Brahman, bowed to the superior 
wisdom af a lowly outeaste, accepting him as a Guru, 

He astabiished se veral maths to spread his phllosaphy. Then, as now. the di&ruptive forces of retigion, race r 
c aste and language threatened to teaken the fabric of the one nation that is India. Now, as then, the 
teachings of a man like Shankara, who believed in the One Undivided Self, reinfmeas a sanse of unity among 
indlåns. 


Editor: Anant Pai 

Script: Padma Shri P, Warasimhayya Illustrations: Souran Roy Cover: Khalap 


Relatcd Titles 

Chaitanva Mahaprabhu * Madhwacharva 
Kabir * Ramanuja • jnaneshwar 


ISBN Bl'7508*157-0 











7aa175 >1 

381574 


INDIA BOOK HOUSE 























